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The Accident

HC-57850, a Deuglas DC-3 owmed and cperatad by ans-!,u;;g;;gzﬂgg_r],;,nes

ceashed 2% miles west of Elko Airport, Elko, Nevada, at approximatcly '0132_';'

Sepbmber ), 1946 while attempting a landing., One child survived the acci- -

dent +ith minor injuries; the romaining 21 occupants of the- aireraft were

fatally injured and the airerafi vas demclished by impnct and firae,.

R

History of the Flight

The ;1ircr.;'1.f‘t, herzinafter reforrsd to as Bircraft 850, denarted
Ci}e:.rénne, tyoming, at 2047, Septemlor 4, 1046, after a corplute crer change

with its destination as fene, ¥zvada., It kad -heen cleared ,bf iul Iraffic -

' C:on'trlol uﬁder a conta.ctrfll it rula clearcuce with 12 L}O aat ap’;jfg?ed':l-:L

as a. crulsing ﬂltltudu &nd wﬁsh S'lcrafm,nto Callfomla as its 3.1":«.1.

' alrport Te ground sneed c:.f thi aucrdft 0%z} t‘ ween Ch::ye*mo '1n“‘?.0c4-’;

- Uyoming, was tnc,rrnullv 310*' rwcmrdlng te cor puu‘itlf"r!'1 bn ed v::n *Joqltlon '

- reports obtained by Air 'Il"iffll_u Gontrol. ‘]In pilot rm,port,d ov«;ﬂ Sﬂncl

Wroming, at 2140 at an ‘il'tltl.'ldt.- of ]_.::, oon feet "nd Pstl”'lb.,d re “C,.M g
" Apck Swrlngs at 2218, Hox ever, ‘t’q c_r.aft.:.ms,'not- _repor.tcd! ox_-‘qr,; ock - . %
© 8rrings until 2254. The gruun ) :} ced tzG”]'] Rnck uprmcrs Tyoming, and-

. _E]il:o, Tevada, appearsd "_to-,,a norn;zl DOS ‘tlm rb:}ort_, h&“ll’lv fg;zunpbtﬁ.-ined:

over VEort'Br_idg-er',.}‘;‘ggﬂigg-,‘,:,_- &’9;3:12323- ,_j.'“iil_rj t{}gdun,.—-f!];téh R ’L't 235_9‘ ,

’;q" All t:mes *'efe:r'r'bd ’oo 1:},{:175
.thﬁ 24_hour clocx.: '

xoport ars Pacific. 3tandard ana tosed onm

¢




 Wheh over Ogden at 12,000 feet, the pilot requested a change of i‘]_._g
plan to land at -El'Ko, Nevada, estimating arrival at Eiko in one hour a;-'nd._-
wenty minutes., Battle ountain, Nevada, was selected as a‘n alter‘na_té alr-
;pci'rt‘ a,nd the pilot reported 3 hours' fuel aboard the aircraft, -The' Sa.lt
Lake City Adrwey Traffic Control Center approved the request for change-t::uf_':
-fl;ight plan and cleared the aircraft to the Flko Range Station to eruise - .
at and maintain an altitude of 12,000 feet and to request £ urther clearance
“from Elko radic. This clearance was delivered by Ogden radio at OO{)S _
September 5, 1946, and was acknowledged by the pilot o;;:ircrafﬁ. ~ The pllot
" reported over Lucin, Utah, at 0035 at an altitud_e of 12,000 feet, Approx—
. ixﬁately' 25 minutes later Elko radio estazblished contact with the fligl:it' and
transmitted an Airway Traffic Control clearance‘ to the aircraft as follows
| MNC-57850 is cleared to Elko Airpoert for Contact Flight Rule approach. _Irf'
not possible, maintain 12,000 feet and advise.’ At this time Elko radio

“advised the pilot that the GLOO Elko special weather report‘indicaﬁedg_;.

:-Iiﬁeé.sured ceiling at 200 feet, thin broken clouds; visibility.h-milers,j
11gr1t ground fo—g; wind EI‘%E‘ at Zrmiles per hour, | -
| The aircra.ft was reported over Elko, Ne;\rada, at 0121 and the p:;"Llc;;ir‘.f__i
stated to the Aircraft Communicator at Elko that he had the rield in 81gh£
‘and that he anticipated no difficulty in landing. The latest weather;_iﬁrir
formation was transmitted to the pilot and acknoleedged by him: - Gﬂl}.ng
imeasurjed 200 feet, thin overcast; lower thin scattered clouds at 100fee'b, 3
visibility 7 miles; wind ENE at 6 mph; albimeter setting 30,1k Nofurthe
rtr'ansmissiéh was JIreceiVed frém the flight., =iko radioc made sevai‘al_ attem}ﬁ
to contact Aircraft 850 without success and, at approximately 0]733- , nﬂtlf :
-Airw;ay Traffic Control that radio contact was no longer being malntalne

with the flight,

. Salt Lake City Air Traffic Control requested Battle lountain %

attempt to contact 'lthe_ aircraft in the event the pilot had eleét;ed La:
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go his a_lternate. However, although several atuempis were made, no COHtuCu wWas
gstablished with the i‘light.-r fnited Jir Lines! Fiight 16, of Scpbember I, 17 ‘f,'_'_
en oule to Salu Loke City on .irway Green 3, was called by the Uniied _-'.ix_' Tines
station at Salt Laxe Cityr anc roguistec o check the vicinity of Elko for eny |
sign of fire or other indications of en aircrift zceidont. The timc 01 this

contact was 0200, af which time F1light 16 wos approxims'clr 5 wmiles wast of Elko

Range Station., The Captain of Flight 16 returned to Blko and scanmed bthe arca

-in the vieinity of the drport. Cn gpproaching tlhe _airport t:ne flight crew of
the United Jir Lines! ILC-3 obswm,c; ari intense Iire approxima cl’f 2 wiles west
and alaost circetly in 1ine‘: with hooway 23 of the Blko [ dirport., This j_ni'r‘orr'aq-
tion was transmithted to the Unit-uq Ar Lincs' ground sta 2tion at i;lkg, Hevada |
and Solt Lexe Clty, Ltah. |

The fire warcen ot Elko wes :"uzm;efii?-;tely novificd of the location of the
fire and was reguested to procsed to T.‘h‘, scerne 01 the fire. P;rsc:mcl iron
the C L Comiunications Station ad Blko arriamd 2t the seené of the Tire at
approximately 0230 wnu found thet tic ai;%c;‘aft,‘ heé crashed near the top of

a ricge, the Ur-vation of which-was apr «.}xiz:‘;ately 111-; fuet above that of .tize
field, and at 2 point approximately 2%5111@5 west of the west end of Fﬂlﬂ‘;‘i&;‘,{-

23 at Elko .irport. [t this time the wreckage was founc tn bt burne: sevwbl
and, with the exception of tvwo passenrurs, one _oi‘ vhom <ica shortly altcrwara,

all cccupants had been fotelly injurcd in the aircraft.

Investigation

The ferrain viest of klko Lirport _risys in a :grac’.-ﬁal clope for 2 distance
- of eppmxi@ate}.j,r 2% miles westward from the zivnord souncla:cy. _;lon;;- a lin
ruming approxim:tely north and south the tci-rajﬂ Lreaks abruptly ito a sheck
;do?mward slope which ext'ﬂgs f-..stmdm tc an ol ;v Yion ap oximotely 206 fooh

bélw the highcst. point on “thy rlﬂ{'C. AlI‘CI‘ t 85 ras. almast direetly in the

-




line of ;approach to Runwa,y 5 at the time of the accident and had struck
this rldge appro.m.mately 20 feet from the top. AL the time of Lm?erct the.
aircraft was fiving in approximately lev‘,l flight and had bounced up the
steep incline and(come to rest approximately 1CC f et beyond the upper' _edgerr
of the ridge, The fuselage broke in two just oft of thel trailing edgé of -
the wings and contents of the aircraft were strewn in the direction of mo%.lcr
for a distance of approximately 200 feet beyond the point at which the 7
fuselage cmne to rest. Beth engincs had been torn from their respeqtlve '
mounts and had rolled forx;\rard' in_ the direction of motion approximétely ,150_.7
feet, |
Inspection of the wreckage disclosed the fact that the wheels v.'rer[s'--éx-'- -
tended at the time of impact and the flaps were extended at lcast BGO- |
Damge to the prepellers indicated that considerable power was being 'dev:e—rf 7
lcsbed_ by both e_ngiﬁ'es at the time of Jma,ct.. o indication was observed in
V'_é_ilthe'r.-of 't'.hc—': fwc_:"power ;")lants of any failure in Flight, Inspectlon m the

‘wings and the em;ﬁenhage disclosed no evidence of structural 'failure.-;']?he_

' rénﬁinsbf t.hc control sjsten'isrindicated thait they were 6peratin_g S&tlS—
V:['actor'ily prior to impacﬁ.

“An afﬁefcast of the weather situation at the time and in the vn.c:lmtyof
Elko revealed that a cold front had passed Lhat area earlier" in -the d:n:jac-
-companied by rain shewers. The terrain in the. vicinity of Elko wasstlll

damp and consuierable moisture was present in the air durlng t.he evemng of B

'Septenber k. With the complete Lack of cloud cover during thv mght Df B

Sepzember L, the te,mp:,r.—_.ture feL Iap_I.ClJ.j due io groum radiation, BY
,early mornmg of Seuterﬂber 55 radlat on cool_ng had reduced the dew
- until at’ the time of the accident there was one degroe 5pread betiwe

_ température and dew point, During the late evening of Septegﬁbe;?_#-'_ ‘




- smoke was reported within the vicinity of Elko giving indication of a con-
dition suitable for ground fog. By midnight, ground fog was beginning to
form in the vicinity, occasiorally forming patches on the runway. At the
time of the accident, and for thirty mihutes,immﬁdiately preceding, a ceilingf
was being reported at 200 feet, increasing from broken to overcast during
the period, Throughout this period shifting patches of ground fog were
,observed.across the airport, At 0140, shortly after the accident had oc—
curred, the visibility had decreased to 5/8‘0f a mile, heavy fog covaring
therentire area. The dense fog condition remained until well into the mofning.
The investigation disclosed that the flight hadrdeparted Cheyenne with
-approximately 560 gallons of gasoline abbard. At the time of departure
 from Cheyenne, Weather Bureau Forecasts indicatea_éhat head winds would 7
rbe anticipated averaging approximately 30 miles pef hour-throughoﬁt the
trips While it may have been possible for the flight to reach Reno, its
.destination, aéguming a normalrfuél consumption of betwzen 85 and 90 gal-
lons an hour, it woqld have been impossible to have reached Sagramento ifrr
'_usé of that alternate became necnésary;"That portion cf thé'route between
" Sinelair and Rock Springs was reported by Mrway Traffic Céntrol atisdltlrr
Lake City to have been covered at an average ground speed of &1 ﬁiles per
‘hour; the remainder of the flight from Rock Springs to Elko avefaged dp—
*proxiﬂately 150 miles per hour; Such a discrepancy in ground speed can— .
‘not be acéounted for by erratic head winds alone. The ground speeds of all
‘other flights along Airway Green 3 bntJCGﬂ Cheyenne and Flko, from 2330
'Scptcmber h to 0230 Suptumber 5, Were’ examlned and it was obsevved that no
_;otner alrcraft among a total of thlrteen fllghts experienced as extens1vej,r

La varlatlon 1n ground speed,



Tt was mpoésible to determine the rcasons Ior the apparcnt delay be-
tween Sinclair and Rock Springs. However, having consumed approximutELy 39 
ninutes longér thon hoed been anticipated in arriving at Ozden and hauiﬁg
réalizeti tfmt the fuel supply coarricd aboard would not have provided a suf— |
ficienﬁ safety margin in a flight to Reno with Sacraomento as an alternaté,_ 
the captain cvivently chose to amend his flight plan to permiit refucling ab
Elkorrather then attempt to extend his flight to Reno. MNone of the ﬁéssen-;
geré-ﬁboard was scheduled to deplanc at Elko.

The Vieather Bureau Flight .dvisory Service at Salt Lake City noticed
the report of fog 2t Elko at cbout midnight and drew the attentioﬁ of the
aif traffic controllcer to this concition, Salt Lake Lir Traffic Contl‘o};,"'
thp.rcfore, advised the aireraft comrmmicator at Elko at 0050 ‘to provide the
‘flight with the latest weather informetion when transmitiing the approach
clearance. In accordance with these instructions the Elke communicator qdf__f
--rvisca thc'pilot of /ircraft 850 at least 15 minutes before tﬁe flightrreacﬁeé
VVElko'that_thc wenther conditions had changed from: 'Sky clear, visibilityj;:n
30 miles" to: #Geiling 200 fect, thin broken clouds; visibility b miles.w
Elko .irport lies ot on clevation of 5,066 fect zbove sea level and';;i
is located at o point 8/10 of 2 milc ond at a besring of ZOOO from the Elrk_oir
rangé station. No tower facility is avel lable ot Elko .irport. The Guk '3;;1
Communications Stotdon praﬁides aircraft desiring te land at Eiké‘withrthe a
latest weather information submitted by 2 local Weather Bureau obscrver
and the dircction of landing is left éntirelv tn the giscretion of jhg :
pilot. The radio cormunicztor, is located indoors in such a position_ﬁyaf;-

the approach poths tewurd 21l rumwicys are not visible to him, nor is any

but 2 smoll cres of the airport within his range of vision, No means are



available to communicate to transicnt pilots sudden chaﬁges in the condi-
tion- of the airport, such as traffic in the vicinity of and on Eixe Aﬁrporﬁ,
_ﬁith the excepﬁion of the infor?mation contained in ti'ie 5pecial- weather re-—r
ports the aircraft communicator was not able to:édviSQTtﬁe pilot qf Aircraft

850 as to the b’onditions which existed at the time of 'éonroach. _The testi-
mony of several witnesses indicated that at the time o%,accld\,nt the Airways
Beacon, which was located approximately 2C0 fzet from the point at which the
aircraft came to rést, was not visible from the airport dué tb ground fog.
However,'this information was neot available to the pilot. |

Although several local and special reports wore made'at' ir:;térva;ls of
no more than 15 mlﬂLtuS in accordance with the most I‘L,Cf"n'b Cl.lI' ctlves from
the Weather Burdau, the weathe—r observer on duty at the timc was hot aware
of the approach of Aireraft #50 until after the acc'idcnt had occﬁrred. The
weaﬁ,her reports available to tne aireralt communicator indiecated that the
~weather conditions in the viéinity of the airi)or_ﬁ ‘wcre"ifluctué{éiné_vcry 7
7 rabidly._ However, no arrangemunts v;ere-_made for an “OHthé:spo.tf-' w;jather
obSa,rvatlon concerning conditions ¢101":9 tﬂc approach pauh nor were g.ny re-
quests made for such assistance. The Civil ﬁLI‘DI‘IJhtJ.CS Qd.ﬂln_stratmn, at
éta;tions at smich no. control tov\';'zr iz located, dO_eS‘not 'prm%’idé. pers'eﬁnel
f or such specinl scrvices to the itinerant 'pilot as are norm@m pfov'ided
by schudulgd air carricrs for tl“lr oum uXCJ.uSJ_vL, UusGa
Discussidn |

It is apparent that the flight planrbf the crew pr o to denarture for
Cheyenne was faulty, If complé'{';e' éﬁtéﬁt-ion-s‘ ci pecn given the fur casls
of winds aloft it would have béén ‘;appaxr'ent to the crew. i hat a fllght to

_Sacra.mento at 12, GO0 feet would na’r ‘have bu,f,n ‘305a1b le. under the coqdltlons _

?



that existed. However, recognition of this fact became cpparent :Lnfllgh'b
when the captain requested a change of flight plan at Osden, Utah. _It 15
not known why the coptain clected to continue to Elko r#ther than to landi :
at Ogden inasmuch as the torrain in the immedicte vieinity of Ogdén' is "xorc
suitéxble for a night approach. However, at the time he reported ovcr.oé;dép_j
an¢ obtained his change of clearsmce to Elko, the weather reports indicatét%
conditions satisfactory for CFR optrations into Elko, . Pilots for-schcduiﬁ_d;:-
ai:rl:‘mes experienced 1.-\r‘ith night approsches into Eiko iirpert state th:xtap——
proach procegures for that stotion reguire considerable caution in vic"-w' of
the difficulty imposed by"llrfligh terrain in the- proximity of the airpori;'.,i L
Tt {v;w.s c;é-temined thet the pilob had landed at Elke on three occasions - -
Hprio:r' tb the ac.cid.ent. It :must be assumec, therefore, that he was :Ii.warezr-
of the gcneral ri:;turc of tho terrain in the vicdnity of Elko but thaf he .

a5 not sui‘flclently famlllb.r with the contours in the immediote VlClﬂltj
of the J_rport to have avoided thc ridge on which the accident bccu‘rrrec.r_r :
unless :Lt wele clearly visible to hime

X The informetion concerning weother conditions 2t Elko ..irpert furnlshe&

rtne fllght vhen it was over the Elke ra nge station =t 12,000 feet Was part
oi"r the 0125 weather report. This report was being prcparud by the W;:atrhcr:, '_;;

observer uurlng the I‘u.le contact vith the flight 2t 012 and was not Qox:é-i' '

pleted untll four mimtes loter, However, inasmuch os the ceiling and #is"ii-“f'

bility had alrcady been obtained for the report, this 1nfomo.tlon Was. transQ

mitted to the flight at 0121. Havirg been informed that the ceiling hc.u
been measured ot 200 fbet thut the bases of lower scattered clouus ne.re
_7"11; 100 fu.t ~and that thcrc were shli‘tlng patches of ground fog in the
v::.c;L_n:Lty of the airport, the pilot clected to a_ttempt an ﬂp’p_roac_h_._ It-'

probable that this decision-was larrely cetermined by't-he f&Ct.'ﬂaﬁ nener



refueling focilities nor passcnpger necommodations vere available al '1earby
fields, such as Battie ountain, which oth;rwise were satisfactery fer
landing.

It is apparent from the testimony of §bservers and from the af+ercast
of the weoather com itions at FElko that a fog condition existed over and in
the vicinity of Elko Lirport abt the time of the accident. It B estimated
that the ground fog mey have extended ¢ an altitude os high as 300 fect
above the ficld. Although tho.pilct may not have had any difficulty iﬁ
sighting the.airport when over Elko at an aliitude of 12,000 fect, the
acute angle of rofcrence to the airpert during the Tinal appreach wouid
have reduced his visibility considerably, Tt is probabie thot, ot an
altitude of at least 2C0 Foct above the field clevation, the pilot :eﬁ;
countered o fog condition in which he lxst visual contoct with the field.
Under this condition he elocted to continue his descent to the runway and
in coing so descended to an altitude of approiimatcly 100 fceet abovéithe
e¢lcvation of the field., Tnasmuch 2s the top of the ridéé is at én eleva-
tiin of 11 fect above that of the fiéld, the pilot descendcd to below
the top of the ridge updcr conﬂitions of cxtremely poor visibilityfwﬁiie
on.final approach to Runwey 5. It was in this dcsccnﬁ {hatrthe éircraft
struck thé top of-the ricge approcing tbly 2% miles from the souihw;st

‘end of Runway 5. However ﬁ;;lﬂlj visible the flLlG.n&J'hMVt bccn from a
hlbher altitude, it must be concluded that his Jocision to COntinée the

approach aftcr having lost sight of thc eirport was contrkzy to sound

- pilet judpment.

Inastuch as Trar ans-fuxury ‘drlincs’ is a nﬁn—car*ifi ctud 2ir carrier”

m—— e

. ) ¢

\'r

Tbe teIm "nﬂn—cprtlflc”tuu air. c1rr*cr" as-sed in this roport rofors to

n alr carricr which docs not posser s = Curtificate »f Publie Convenicnce
and Mecessity as issued by the ClVll ~eronzuties Boord under thi provisions .
of the Civil .eronautics .ct of 1938, o5 omended., fThesc corricrs ore com
Jonly referred to as non-scheauled air carriers. : ' -



'anh does not possess the dispsteh agencies ena ground-—to-air cozuunicatiénéf
féeilitics noraally operated oy the certificoted air carriers,'the pilp%_@f:’
Alrcrhf+ 850 vne entirels chcndﬁnf upcn-thc reoorts of the ﬁhathur-gureéu

‘oaucrvcr transmitbed thTOu"h thé il edrercft communicator for doga cbnéérgfi
ihb ﬁuathcr ot Elko. Eccausc no control tovier is locoted ot Bike ﬂirpsrt

"4 seheculed air carrier scrving Elko has instoiled itd ow facilitics to
'hitiéate such o difficﬁlty by providing the conpany aifcraft cdﬁnuhiéatc%

with o portabli microphone ~nd extension cable 1o permit Non-the-snotit

H‘

Ghsrvations to be made ivom o point cutside thurbuilﬂihg Tor the use ﬁf”'
'—flights epprozching the ficld under unfovorab v'condifibﬁs, o SﬁChifa—::
cility is aveileble for thc itincrant pilot or nun-cirbificated air. carrier

cither Elko or othcr'airpcfts with n> control tower.

Findings

8 a'result of thi dinvestigation of this accident, the Board finds

1. The airercft and crew werd properly cersificated for tﬂL 111¢ht'

2. The original flirht plen from Dheyenns to Reno was dcficiént'in-

that the fucl carrdis< aboerd the oircraft cic not orav1ae QufflClbﬂt mgrfln,

gf’s@fb : o o S e
| 3. Between Sinclair and Rock Springs, T&bminﬁ; %h@rﬁiftfaft'ﬁaé;gé
layed opproxinziely 3C mimutcs for redsons notrdcﬁéfmincd.
L. ;t.U;den, jtoh, a chonce of flight »lan was aﬁprbfed:aﬁthéfiiiil_

- a-lancing at blkﬁ, Nova, ﬁi%hiﬁaiﬂié

5.

Iounbiin 2s the alternit&'¢' th

Tie flight vos infarmcd vhen over Orden thot wenther conditions

. - "?7 . "'.1:.-.*-‘\ ~ -.-.;,, - ;.- 3 - . 7 V T
ot blkﬁ:_h5¥;nu,-hggb 52 tlsf :ch ry,xor,a contoet landing but that patches

of ground fﬂt vore in the vicind ty af the cirport.
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L thin ovoreost, with

.
o
&

6e The flight was advised -dun over Tlko b

ceiling of 200 feet, lover scotiow clovds at 100 Fo22t and drirtis A antehos

o

ol ground fog, cxXistzd 2% thet stataticn,
7« Inasmuch ns tho pilet of “ha aivernft was able to csiablish visual

contact with Elke vhen dirsctly cvor the aivpert, he elocted fo attompt a

Landing,

8. Te pilot cstablished an nooveach to l?ﬁjn‘.‘f”-.‘.-f 5 nod deseonced to o
ra],t itude of betwecn 200 and 320 foed naova tho al-:.v"..tic-n of . #iz alrnort at
vhich time he lost visual contnet nnd entored the lor str“-tﬁﬁ OV Irens
vhich obscursd the ridge,

9. The pilot failad to ston his duscont ard comtinued hils aporeach

witheut visual reforsnce to the field, crashing aszainst a ridre 24 mile

soutavest of the airpert at an clevation of anprosimately 107 fseh nbove

that 61: the figld.

Prebable Cause

On the basig of the abevz lindihgs, the Boavra d'e‘_barmin-:-s, ot the

probable cause of *this accident wis the pilet's  action in ecatinniag a

4

.

Landins approach after having lost vieusl centned with thoe alroort sndor
conditions of dense graund foge A contrituiing facter .ms the ilolls

unfamilinrity with the terrain in tho imredinte Vicinit}r of tho nir ort.

BY WD o gt AHRCI*-.T'TIJ,, AT

[/ J. L. Londis

a,—xxﬂn i i el
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APPENDIX

That portion of the Civil Air Regulations known as Part 42 and which -
becare effective August 1, 191;6, was originally promulgated by the Boarrd,ilj_ir
. order to obtain through cortification a more comprehensive indieation of'_i-'
-jt,he nature and extent of non-scheduled activity and more eff eqtivél&:ﬁb ,
assure an optjmﬁm level of 'sa.fety in non-scheduled cpcraticns, Tl}is orig-
iral draft wé.s :i-.l;ltentionlally constructed sufficiently broad to por'rnit-.' w:;_de h
discretion in enforeing the Civil aAir Regulations and also to avoid such |
I‘CatI‘lCthG regulations as may have endangered the econondc existenceof
non—s_cheduled air carriers. Although it is apparent thot the cause of ‘!;h;s
accident Vlay in poor pilot judgment, it nevertheless has become evidf;ht: t.hat )
revision of this Part was desirable in the interest _uf adgiitionai- saf Yety-;-

As a re:su_']_t of a review of non-scheduled air carricr opcraf:ions ;':'zrc'-? -
complished in the light of the investigation of this and othor accidents
irvolving non;certii‘icated air carriers, the Safety Burcau has cgomple:teci_
and submittcrd t§ iall“ interested parties a drafi relcase pont-ainiﬁg:prqpqséci
arendments to Pa.r't- 1;2.-?1- These cranges .are designed to prow_ride addltlon;i ‘-
safety I‘c,qu:u"embnts for non-schuduled air carriers in all J_nsatm’lc:esmﬁh_wﬂ
the aireraft employed has 2 total of 600 or more rated horsepov.;OErVantr‘l_f-is'-f_}.rj_f'.r ;
- engaged! in ailr carricr passengor oporab oﬁ and in some inst:.mces wheré orﬂ,',f
cargo operations are involved. Among tiw soveral chonges conuemplated is -
the requlrem\,nt for the uwse of the altitude and VJ.51b1J_1ty riinimuns eutab-
‘lished:by the Administrater of Civil Acromautics for the parti cular a.r'part
These J.’lfilj_t:ations would provide the basis for clearance for taie-off and
lanalng of _non—scheduled aireraft whon weather is pertln(,nt to the fllght

in guestion. 411 such minimums will be included in the next: addltlan to tﬁu:_'-

CAA Flight Information Manual to bs pub}_ishoci January' X, 1947,

S5 Cival Alr Ru;ul’* ion Draft Relcase Ho. 46-6, October ”2q5—,_l~§_.i;5—;




SUPPLEENTAT, DATA

Tnvestization and Hearing

.

Thé Civil Acorcrautics Board wasz netified o.ﬁ_‘ the accident 2t 0500 Pacific.
Standard 'I"lme. Septcnfmr 5, 1646 and an investigation was immediately 1r11t1=1 .-ed _
in accordance mt}*'“‘he provizions of Secticn 702 (a) (2) of the Clvil Aero-
.nau‘tics Act éf ‘1538‘,' as amended., The Senior Air Safety In*:_r_psti;_;atof of the
Dosrdts Cakland office arrived at the scene of the acceldent at 1030 the
date and was subsequently assisted in the investigation by other investigators
of e Safety Bureau staff. A public hearing was ordered Dy the Board and vwas
neld at Elko, Nevada, Jepbembar 13, 1946.

Air Carrier
Trans—Luxury Airlines as incorporated under the laws of ‘he State of

New Jevsey, Aumusht 1, 1946, and has operated since that date as 2 non-certiii-
cated air carrier in transpovtsation of persens and preperty betizen various
points in the United States, including New York and San Francisco. Trans-
Lory Airlines maintains its headauarters 2t Teterboro Airpord,’ Teterboro,

MNeir Jorsey.

Iisht Personnel

Kenneth Campbell, age 26, of Bottineau, North
Trans—Tuxury Airlires Aumust 1, 10486, and wars at tle time o U accident

zetine in the cospacity of captain. Until the date of fho aceident he had

accunlated a total of 2,944 hovya, o wiidh o) heows ard 22 mimtes vere
kS

chizired in the service of Trans—Luxury Airiires. While his e

the aquirrent cecncerned vas not detsrmined, it iz ¥non st lapirin CFLf'p"'ﬂ‘l

had hod considerable e/},\,rlﬂrcp in BC-3 sirerati, Farry T. Leathorwom, age &7,

ol Miami, Florida, had been sn empioyee of the pre-acessor of T‘.-’ans—-]’_-uxu:t?,r Liv-

lines oince Judy 22, 1946, as = co-pilct 3nd was actirg in ihel capscity =t tre



time of the accident. Until ithe date of the accident he had accuﬁﬂlatédlaf}
total of 1,339 hours, the wajor portion of whih had been obtained in ne-3
Itypé of equipment. Both pilots possessed commercial pilot cerillicates and .
the captain possessed an instrument ratipg.
The louglas BC-3, NC-57850, had been operated a tctal of 2,137 hours,
of ~hich 275 hoursrwgre accumidated since the last major cvefhaU1. The air-
craft was equipped with two Pratt and Whitnsy R-1839-92 engines en which -
ﬂamilton Standard propeilers were installad. Beth engiﬁcs_had RCCUHMIatéﬁ
a wtal of 300 hours since nevw, At the time of take—%ff from Cheyenﬁe;
mmﬁm,ﬂwtwﬁlwﬂgmoftMAdmmﬁtwmzﬁﬁiuiunmﬁmmwjmglmd?

limits.



